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Lerrers ON Our Arratrs 
\ND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 
WHETHER the political pendulum is to swing in the direction of the Right or not in the coming 
year we do not know. Local electors are not the only key to national ones whatever politicians 
may argue. That there will be a move towards that direction is probable as our people tire of 
the monotonies of avy government. Any change will not affect libraries greatly at present as 
the world problems are too pressing to allow any practical discussion of domestic ones. Our 
only fear is that ‘‘ economy”? may become a cry, which means, of course, the lopping of things 
which are educational, cultural and otherwise not money-making and it is only too probable 
that public libraries and indeed other libraries might suffer from the modern equivalent of the 
Geddes axe which some are hopefully expecting. On the other hand the strength of the 
organizations which control wages from below is such that the disastrous “ cuts ” of the first 
Geddes experiment are not likely to be repeated. And on wages the whole of our financial 
Structure rests. Moreover libraries have now assumed the right to exist in adequate condition 
and to displace them may not be so easy as it was thirty years ago; but, nevertheless on 
vigilance our safety still depends. The conditions are not likely at present to be propitious to 
any real advance. The much-desired new Library Bill is being drafted—and should be—but 
its hearing does not seem imminent ; the chances of building new libraries are bleak, and even 
repairs are to some librarians a nightmare. Confronting all these conditions is the greatly 
increased use of libraries which is reflected in every kind of public, university, national and 
commercial library. This strengthens faith in the future in spite of the immediate prospect. 


This month sees the relinquishing of the Presidency of the Library Association by Mr. 
Richard J. Gordon. As he himself has said on more than one occasion, it is no light honour 
that the Association does a man when it appoints him to this office. It implies not only 
considerable distinction in his past record, it also implies that it is anticipated that he will give 
practically his whole time, his full abilities—in fact, every power he possesses—to the cause 
which the Association represents. By these standards Mr. Gordon is justified. He has fulfilled 
every obligation that the office has imposed upon him ; indeed, he has gone beyond anything 
that could be said to be in the invisible contract. His fine presence, his unusual charm of 
manner, and his deft use of appropriate speech have been ingredients in one of our most 
successful Presidencies. Particularly will be remembered his many excursions throughout the 
country to library schools, where his encouragement of young library workers has been 
valuable ; his attendance at even small branch conferences, which have all been the happier 
for his presence ; and his perfect courtesy in writing to those who in any way have assisted. 
We hope that for a long time he will continue to emerge at the right times from what we trust 
is a pleasant retirement, to advise and encourage. Meanwhile, we are grateful for a year of 
successful work. 


tk 


* 


All librarians welcome the appearance of The Library Association Yearbook for 1947. That 
it is somewhat belated is probably due mainly to the great difficulties of publishing, but no 
doubt in part to the Herculean task which the relatively small staff of the Association has to 
complete, co-ordinate and correct the list of members. This now runs, of course, to nearly 
7,000 names, and during the years since 1940 (when the list of members was last published) 
the changes and additions, a large number of them very elusive and difficult to ascertain, have 
been many. As it stands, the book is simply an account of the Charter, and contains the 
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syllabus, the examination papers for the two tests in 1946, and a list of the Officers and Council 
with the Committees, and similar information about the Branches and Sections ; and a fine 
portrait of President Gordon forms the frontispiece to a book which is, of course, an 
indispensable tool for us all. 

The always-attractive Library Review, in the Winter 1947 number, quotes a correspondent 
who asks: who chooses the libraries—‘‘ pattern ” ones—which foreign visitors are recom- 
mended to visit? At the end of the article cited the Editorial comment is—‘‘ At one time 
Americans seemed to think that the Public Library in Clerkenwell was a pattern; but the 
only cause for admiration at that address was the librarian, James Duff Brown.” We 
demur respectfully : a librarian expresses his quality through his library and, at the time 
|.D.B. was Librarian of Clerkenwell, his little library in Skinner Street, with its classed shelves, 
Reader’s Guide, safe-guarded open access and card-charging was, certainly not the most 
palatial, but by far the most interesting library in London. As to the general question ; lists 
of pattern libraries should be revised yearly. Many of the older ones are less notable than they 
were on account of their buildings. Those necessarily date and recede. Some such libraries, 
however, are still notable for what matters much more—the liberality and effectiveness of their 
methods. Will any of our readers dare to make a list of the twelve pattern libraries that he 
would choose as mirror of our best library service for the visitor from Mars ? 

* * * 

The Library Association Council election had few surprises in it, although one or two 
features of it call for some remark. Mr. Hill, as might be expected, tops the London list and 
it is difficult to see which of the others elected to it could be displaced to let in Mr. Gillett, 
who was, and who some day will continue to be, a most useful member. Some new members, 
particularly the new Chief Librarian of Birmingham, Mr. Patrick, come into the County list 
and the Council, we think, is strengthened by the election. It is desirable that the chiefs of the 
greater libraries, because of their influence, should have a voice in our counsels. That Mr. 
J. F. Smith, of Liverpool, was not elected seems rather a pity. 

We note that in The Library Association Record a correspondent from Kent County 
Library complains of the price of textbooks, asking if well-known librarians cannot issue 
their books at a lower price. Some textbooks, he says, cost 35 - and few students can afford 
this sum, and librarians buy them for their stock only sparingly. This is possibly aimed at 
such works as Brown's Manual of Library Economy, a new edition of which is at present being 
printed. ‘To this the publishers would probably reply (the editor is not the publisher) that a 
book of nearly 600 pages, with hundreds of illustrations, is a most expensive work to 
manufacture. It could only be published at a lower price than the sum named if its circulation 
ran to many thousands of copies. Librarianship, on the other hand, is relatively a very small 
profession, and no such circulation of any work on librarianship is possible ; indeed, it is 
unfortunately true that many library students think that they ought to borrow all their 
textbooks. If this and other critics would examine carefully the list of textbooks required for 
their colleagues’, the treasurers’, examinations or for engineering, law or medical examinations, 
they will see that in the present state of book production a substantial textbook may cost much 
more than the 35/- of which the student complains. 

We hear that the universities of Germany are appealing for books from all who can spare 
them. We have to make good the devastation of British libraries, and are not able to do much 
for those of our former enemies until that is done. There may be, however, books here and 
there which can be spared for the quite desirable purposes for which the appeal is made. The 
books required are, of course, those which have some standard value in past and present 
literature. We imagine that few modern technical works are going spare. Those who have 


them might usefully write to the Librarian of the National Central Library. 
% * * * 


To all our Readers we repeat the old wish 


\ MERRIE CHRISTMAS. 
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Recent Developments in Applied Photography 
By F. C. Hirst, A.L.A. (Medical Library, the University of Manchester) 


THOUGH widely advertised and scheduled to visit provincial centres in England and Scotland, 
the Kodak exhibition of applied photography cannot be visited by all the librarians and students 
of librarianship who are interested. My own impressions formulated at the Manchester display 
are jotted down here in the hope that some benefit may be derived by others less fortunate, 
who have been unable to go and see for themselves. At the outset, | would stress that, as 
an enthusiast in the field of microphotography, there may well be an obvious bias in that 
topic’s favour;but,from practical experience, | would add that microphotography has now passed 
the experimental stage, and I do not propose to make any excuses for this bias or enthusiasm. 

The earlier, indeed the majority, of stands at the exhibition were designed to attraét the 
commercial world—the triumphs of photography in aiding all branches of technology were 
profusely illustrated. Fields as wide apart as X-ray work—on metals and humans—and the 
latest photographic aid to school class-room instruétion were covered. In between, the whole 
gamut of spectrography, photo- and electromicrography, high-speed photography (an 
invaluable aid to time and motion study), and document copying (the less technical phrase for 
microphotography), was accommodated. 

The first stand of particular interest to the librarian, or more particularly perhaps to the 
student for Registration or Final Bibliography, conveyed a most lucid diagrammatic explanation 
of the preparation of half-tone blocks, for a four-colour letterpress reproduétion. On an 
illuminated back board, the four colour filters—orange, green, violet and yellow—together 
with the negatives and positives photographically produced in conjunétion with them, were 
displayed. The final stages were represented by the four etched plates, and the composite 
colour reproduétion in print. Adjacent to this stand was an illustration of an enlargement in 
colour, from a 35 mm. Kodachrome transparency. 

The “ Photostat ” must be the copying camera most familiar in the library world ; indeed 
the word itself is now applied generally to any photoprint of letterpress or illustration taken 
from a book or magazine, whatever the make of camera used to supply the copy. The true 
* Photostat ” is an all-metal copying camera and combined developer and fixer equipment, 
mounted on a metal tripod base, complete with an adjustable horizontal copyboard. The only 
extraneous supplies needed for copying are running water to wash-off the prints, a dryer 
and sources of illumination (preferably mercury vapour discharge lamps) for the copy. No 
dark room is requisite, and what little skill is required in normal operation is easily acquired. 
To produce positive copies (/.e., black on white) two copying operations are, of course, 
necessary. The most recent production of Photostat Ltd., the “* Statfile” Recorder, occupied 
the centre stand at the exhibition, and was indeed, a fitting centre of attraction for all eyes. 
This is the ** last word ” in copying cameras, comprising a camera-projector-enlarger mounted 
on a four-wheeled trolley, the whole being mounted on two rails. At one end of this rail 
track is the easel frame, 33 in. by 56 in., in which copy is mounted—the whole frame pivots 
and may be locked horizontally (for mounting copy) and vertically for aétual copying : four 
soo-watt lamps in domed reflectors are clamped permanently in focus so that lighting of even 
intensity on the whole of the copy is ensured. Photographs are taken on small film negatives, 
4} in. by 64 in., which may, in turn, be enlarged using the ‘‘ camera ” as a projector enlarger 
(the necessary light source and condensor equipment being easily attached), and sensitized 
paper of the required dimensions mounted in the easel frame. The saving of Storage space 
by condensing large drawings, plans, charts, etc., on to ‘ Stat-file” negatives is obvious. 
Special all-metal, fireproof filing cabinets are supplied ; one 20-drawer cabinet, 43 in. by 24 in. 
by 17 in. accommodates no less than 10,000 negatives—all or any of which may represent 
original drawings up to 30 in. by 50 in. 

An accessory equipment is the “ Statfile”” viewing desk, used for the inspeétion of a 
negative prior to enlargement. This is a compact reading machine, weighing approximately 
21} Ibs. (thus, readily portable), having a base area 134 in. by 12 in., and Standing 15 in. high ; 
a 40 watt bulb supplies ‘the illumination through the negative, which is slipped into a holder 
and held flat by a plate-glass platen. A hooded plano-convex rectangular lens gives a x 2 
magnification over the whole negative, and a scanning lens is mounted below it on a rotating 
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arm, to give a x 5 magnification of any selected portion of the negative which it may be re- 
quired to examine in greater detail. Whilst this equipment is designed for plan and diagram 
work, and in this role may well be of use to libraries having large collections of such material ; 
with slight modifications to the viewer, much greater benefit may be derived by libraries. 
With a moderate increase in magnification power, “ Statfile ” negatives of periodical articles, 
say 10 pages to one negative, may be used in conjunction with the viewer. This compression 
of 10 pages of a periodical onto a negative 6} in. by 4} in. would save both space, and cost 
in inter-library loans. Too often bulky bound volumes of periodicals have to be sent through 
the post, when only one article may be required for reference, and this article may be but ro 
of 20 pages in extent ; meantime, access to the complete volume is denied to all other would- 
be users of the “ lending ” library. A “ Statfile ” negative would obviate such disadvantages, 
and would, in faét, increase the “‘ borrowing ” library’s resources—for the negatives may well 
be sold to libraries, rather than merely loaned, and at less cost than a loan, when postage (two 
ways), packing and possible registration or insurance costs are considered. Such a use of the 
* Statfile ” process may well take an intermediary stage between microfilm and the 70 mm. 
photoprint service offered by the Library of Congress ; the transparency of the negatives is a 
great advantage, from a reading point of view, over the opaque photoprints. 

Document copying, or microfilming, was fairly well represented at the exhibition. Com- 
mercially, there was the ‘‘ Commercial Recordak, Type 23”; a high-speed, fully automatic 
copying camera, working at a rate of some 4,000 copies per hour (using semi-skilled labour), 
and taking copies of material up to a maximum width of 10} in. and indefinite length ; film 
and copy are in continuous synchronous motion throughout the process. Using 16 mm. 
film, this ‘‘ Type 23” has been widely used for copying bank cheques, invoices, and other 
similar commercial documents. The maximum width figures may well suggest that two 
5 in. by 3 in. cards, or one sheaf slip, 10 in. by 8 in. could be accommodated at one ** take ” ; 
thus, 13,000 cards, or 5,000 sheaf slips could be condensed on to a 100 foot roll of film ; index 
tabs, to facilitate searching, may be photographed on to the film at intervals as thought 
necessary. A special reader is supplied, showing three frames (7.¢., 6 cards, or 3 sheaf entries) 
simultaneously, on to a ground glass screen ; the reader itself is little larger than a normal desk 
typewriter. 

The ** Recordak, Library film reader, Model C” was also displayed; this is a self- 
contained reading machine, taking 16 mm. or 35 mm. film (perforated or non-perforated), 
and has a translucent screen, some 18 in, square. The degree of magnification is variable at 
will, from an image of full screen size, down to one 12 in. square, for each ** frame ” of the film. 
The projection head and film gate rotates through 360 degrees, thus taking any placing of the 
text on the film; focussing is adjusted by a knurled knob within easy reach when seated in 
front of the screen; the control for “* turning ” the pages is also conveniently located for the 
seated reader. A four-position lever is prov ided, which facilitates critical scrutiny of any one 
part of a large page (/.., of a newspaper or folio) taken on two frames. Another practical 
device embodied in this model is the paar device of the film gate when the film is 
actually in motion through the gate, thus ensuring that the film is neither torn, nor scratched. 
The anti-dust precautions, however, are not all that could be desired ; some permanent cover 
for the projector mechanism would be a welcome modification, and is almost essential in a 
non-air-conditioned library. 

The ‘“‘ Desk Reader” of Messrs. Kodak, already supplied to many English libraries, 
public and special, was not on view at the exhibition ; in effect, it is a smaller pattern of the 
Model “ C” described above—though not designed for reading newspaper copy, it has the 

. added versatility of being a wall projector, as well as a reader, if desired. For added comfort 
in use, the Model ‘‘ C” is itselt equipped with a lino-topped desk immediately below the 
screen, which makes this reader far more convenient in use than working with an original 
newpaper copy (apart from the fact that the print size itself is enlarged on the microfilm copy 
as seen in the reader.) Further, in the present writer’s experience, lengthy spells of translation 
from technical German originals have been undertaken on a Model “ C” reader without any 
undue fatigue. The same cannot be said for the ** box ” type of reader, when one must keep 
peering into the box, and then withdrawing into the bright light of the room to make the 
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Library Activities 
Edited by Witttam 


The Bulletin of the Victoria Art Gallery and Municipal Library, BATH, reports that the 
collection of drawings, plans and sections made by James Thomas Irvine has been placed in 
the care of the Libraries Committee as a permanent loan. BRISTOL Libraries receive a gift. 
Miss Sadie Hughes, a Bristol domestic worker, recently won the £75 second prize in Butlin’s 
essay competition. She is giving part of her prize money ({25) to Mr. James Ross, City 
Librarian, for the purchase of books for the libraries. Miss Hughes says: ‘‘ Some of the 
happiest hours of my life have been spent in Bristol’s public libraries, particularly the one in 
Cheltenham Road, and I’m a great admirer of what Mr. Ross himself has done for 
Bristol’s army of readers. I don’t think there are any better public libraries than ours any- 
where.” ‘‘ Good Books,” from CANTERBURY, is the second number of this interesting 
bulletin. The Chairman writes: ‘‘ The Library Committee has been much encouraged by 
many expressions of appreciation received by the Editor on the appearance of the first issue.” 
This bulletin is up to the high standard set by Mr. Higenbottam in his first number. There 
are articles on ‘* Canterbury in Somner’s Time”; “* Citizens of Becket’s Canterbury,” etc. 
The Autumn Art Supplement contains photographs of some of the treasures of the Museum, 
with descriptions. The books added are listed and annotated in an original manner. 
CROYDON Reader's Index and Guide for O&ober—December is the last number to be edited 
by Mr. Sayers, who ‘* now passes on with complete confidence the editing . . . to the capable 
hands of his successor, Mr. Henry A. Sharp, who for twenty-eight years has been his valued 
colleague and adviser.” Mr. Sayers has written an informative and interesting account of 
‘ The Province and Purpose of the Public Library ” which should be read by all interested in 
libraries and their work. The list of recent additions, with annotations and publishers’ names 
and prices to each, will be found most useful. 


> 


GLASGOW has issued a seleét list of books on ‘‘ Modern Book Illustration ”, with an 
introduction by Douglas Percy Bliss, author of “ History of Wood-engraving ” and other 
works. “‘ The Art of Photography ” comes from HACKNEY—a tastefully produced list of 
books with a photograph on the cover, entitled, ‘‘ Light on Learning ” by Mr. Harold White. 
HORNSEY’S Books of the Month has the following note: ‘* The Hundred best ? A recent list 
of the hundred best novels, compiled after two years research by William Lamont, an 
\merican professor, was checked with our catalogue. Ninety-two out of the hundred are in 
the library. The others are out of print, and are being obtained if possible. Copies of this list 
are on display in the libraries, and are recommended to the notice of all interested in world 


literature.” 


KENT has a good selection of the non-fiction books added to the County Library stock 
in its quarterly book list, arranged in alphabetical order of subjects. We welcome the first 
number of ‘* The Book Guide ” from LEEDS which lists the more important recent additions 
to the libraries, with full annotations and an historical account of the enclosure of common 
lands especially at Temple Newsan. Librarians wishing to have copies may obtain them by 
sending a subscription of four shillings to cover cost and postage for twelve months. The 
Chairman in his introduction gives the following advice to impatient readers: “‘ It would be 
wrong to assume that all the books in this Guide will be available on demand. The reader 
will commonly find that the book he wants has already been taken by some other reader and 
he will have to wait. Every effort will be made to keep the waiting period short ; but it is 
never possible with popular books to offer an immediate service. It would be extravagant to 
attempt it, since by doing so the libraries would quickly accumulate a vast number of books 
which, having been bought in the first fine flush of stimulated demand, would cease to be 
wanted and would remain on the shelves to mock both the reader and librarian.” 


The Young People’s Library at KETTERING has been eStablished in the former 
Reference Library, a pleasant room 4o ft. by 24 ft. with good natural lighting. The book stock 
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is upwards of 5,000. The issue desk is a new turnable charging counter and the daily average 
issues have shown a large increase since the opening of the Library. Experiments are being 
made with the new type of high-tension cold cathode fluorescent lighting. The Librarian, 
Mr. A. C. Panter, B.A., F.L.A., will be willing to pass on his experience of this, which so far 
has been quite successful, to any Librarian who is interested. 


In the ** Library Bulletin ” of the city of LEICESTER for Oétober a description is given 
of the film-leétures regularly produced from September, 1943 to March, 1947; there were 
55 film-leétures each performed twice, exhibiting 182 films, 39 speakers and s00 books 
recommended; audiences numbered over 17,000. NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE have 
issued a seleét list of books on ‘* Norway ” and one on “ Leisure,” the latter compiled at the 
request of the local branch of the Workers’ Educational Association. NORWICH Readers’ 
Guide for July—September is a special issue commemorating the conferment of the freedom 
of the city upon the Chairman of the Library Committee, Alderman J. F. Henderson, J.P., 
with a portrait, and short biographical sketch. The PORTSMOUTH Reader for Oétober has 
an interesting article on ‘‘ The Genesis of Printing ” also a description of a German war-time 
invention, “ Books on Tapes” used for espionage purposes which, connected with the 
telephone, records messages in the absence of the subscriber. Under the heading ‘‘ Portsmouth 
Vignettes ” is an account of “‘ Dr. Doyle of * Bush Villa”, Southsea”, who lived there for 
seven years from the age of twenty-three. It describes his struggles as a doctor and his first 
efforts as an author to increase his income. He wrote here, besides other novels, ** A Study in 
Scarlet” in which Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson make their first appearance. In the 
September number of the ST. PANCRAS Jowrna/, Mr. Sinclair, the Borough Librarian, 
continues his articles on “* Famous Folk in the Story of St. Pancras”. This number is on a 
‘Sky Master” in Charlotte Street "—-John Constable, R.A., with self-portrait and one by 
Daniel Maclise by permission of the National Portrait Gallery. The October number deals 
with ‘* The Poet of Highgate Village "—-S. T. Coleridge, with portrait, and a photograph of 
No. 3, The Grove, where Coleridge lived with the Gillmans for the last eleven years of his 
life. It was in this house that Mr. J. B. Priestley lived for a time. St. Pancras has opened the 
fourth temporary branch library and the first to be worked on a part-time basis : the opening 
ceremony was performed by Miss Julia Neilson (Mrs. Fred Terry) the distinguished actress, 
who is a local resident. Programmes of talks to children and adults have been issued for the 
season 1947-1948. SHREWSBURY’S Quarterly Bulletin for Autumn, besides the usual 
features, contains an article on ‘‘ Further Education and the Library”. SOUTHPORT’S 
Quarterly Bulletin continues its articles on ‘' Works by Southport Authors ” with a list of 
books, pamphlets, etc., in the Atkinson Public Library ; compiled by Vera M. Pollard, F.L.A., 
Chief Assistant and Reference Librarian. SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY Public Libraries 
Bulletin for November contains an interesting editorial on ‘* The Old Graces ”’—which is 
topical: * To me one of the most disturbing things about the age in which we are living is 
its ungraciousness. | am old enough to remember the days when polite behaviour counted 
for something, when children were taught to respect their elders, and when it was c« »nsidered 
a sure sign of lack of breeding to decry a person behind his back. Now the little niceties are 
fast becoming obsolete, the behaviour of children leaves a great deal to be desired, and there 
is a terrible lot of unkindness in the world. The old graces have, unfortunately, become 
out-of-date and, in losing them we have lost the art of friendship and tolerance. Yet, for those 
who take the trouble to look for it, there is still a gracious beauty which offers inspiration and 
mental refreshment. It is to be found in the things which belong to the past ” 


WARRINGTON besides its ‘‘ Book News ” for Oétober has issued an * Introduction 
for New Members”. In the ‘ Book News ” there is the following note with which many 
librarians will agree : ‘* We have noticed that, although there are 10,000 novels on the shelves 
in the Central Lending Library, many borrowers seem reluctant to walk around the shelves 
and make their own choice from them. Instead they prefer to Stand near the counter and 
wait for books that have just been returned by other borrowers, or to ask the staff to find 
them a thriller, a love story or a ‘ Western "—or just a‘ good book’!” WHITEHAVEN 
Review for October besides the usual features has an article, with portrait, on Norman 
Nicholson, the novelist and poet, by |. Roderick Webb, 
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Forthcoming Publications i | CRABTREE PRESS LTD | 
The author was vice-Principal of the Henry Martyn School ; 
|| of Islamics at Aligarh. He has undertaken a task of very A NEW MAGAZINE ‘ 
great importance : a study of the inter-relation between a, 
the theological teaching of Islam, and the theological con- ry 
tent of the teaching of the Christian Fathers. Of Vol.|,the | = = j 
Press said : *‘A book of extraordinary interest and value."’ 
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Principal Wheeler Robinson is widely known as an Old | 
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eminently readable style. These studies of Hosea and | PABLO PICASSO 
Ezekiel will be welcomed as the mature work of a great by R. O. DUNLOP, A.R.A. Z 
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Richard Mayr—Diary and Letters | by GEOFFREY HANDLEY-TAYLOR 

Translated and Edited by LILIAN STEVENSON MUSIC FOR THE FILMS ae 
Richard Mayr died on the Russian Front when he was 19. : 
Had he lived, he would have dedicated his life to the cause by JOHN GREENWOOD 
of Church unity. His Diary and Letters cell of the experi- | ENGLISH FOLK DANCES 


ence that led him to this decision. Cr. 8vo., 1S2 pp. 7s. 6d. by ARTHUR SWINSON 
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Gibbons Thomson. 20s. net. 

An Index to Indexes. A Subject Bibliography of 
Published Indexes. By Norma Olin Ireland. 
8s. 9d. net. 

Index to Handicrafts, Model Making, and Workshop 
Projects Supplement. By Eleanor Cook Lovell 
and Ruth Mason Hall. 30s. net. 

An Index to One Act Plays. Second Supplement 
1932-1940. By Hannah Logasa and Winifred Ver 
Nooy. 30s. net. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, GREETING ! 

Here, at the end of another year, or anyway with Christmas just ahead, 1 send you my 
greetings, my old controversial and valued friend. The years are much speedier than they 
used to be although you and [ have never found Time a laggard. I often wonder if you 
cultivate roses in Devonshire or some other delectable place where the sun, which you have 
so often longed for in your “ smoke,” is a more frequent guest. We are told—that reminds me 
—that we have memories so that we may have roses in December. Those I wish may be your 
own possession and I also wish you, and all librarians young and old, the blessings you and 
they have earned for this season of memories. 

Not that I have any intention of being reminiscent. We learned in the war that a man 
was not interested in any bomb but his own, whatever he may say. I have known men in 
public meeting ask this or that librarian if, now he is old, he will write his reminiscences, 
and have known, too, that the person asked had already published them. His asker hadn’t 
bothered to read them and was, indeed, unaware of their existence. I suppose few men do 
read their professional journals ; they merely glance through them, if they look at them at 
all, and stop for a few moments only at subjects which they feel to be their own. Is the 
supposition wrong ? As I read, as a religious duty, everything that my colleagues publish, 


I probably am. You see I follow, 
THe Excrrinc 


of “* hunting for the successors, or heirs.” There may be, concealed in the pages of The Library 

Issistant, or even in these pages for which I write, the Jast or Savage of the second half of 
our unhappy century. Such men of course are like far stars that come in sight about once in 
a half-century ; men whose youth persists in defiance of their years. You possibly saw in the 
L.A. Record, which | know you read, that the age range which includes Savage and Sayers 
(who was specifically mentioned) probably believed “ library development to have achieved 
completeness.” Thus Mr. |. G. O'Leary, who cannot possibly have understood the career 
of either if he thinks that. Dr. Savage seems to grow younger, more critically constructive, 
every day ; and as for Sayers, does not the President of the A.A.L. quote from a speech of his 
made in Leeds in 1909 or thereabouts which foretold much wa what is true today. He could 
hold no such disastrous views. But O’Leary’s letter (L.A.R., p. 293) does 

Furnish Me A Text 

which is, in only a few things is the existing state of the libraries likely to be permanent. Most 
buildings of the Carnegie era are now obsolescent ; many of our rules need revision ; open 
access needs careful assessment ; bookstocks need pooling and reducing as to unused books 
and multiplying as to good books in demand ; cataloguing needs severe improvement so that 
it is centrally done, is more accurate and more expository ; salaries are not yet in real relation- 
ship with those of comparable professions ; children’s library work should be re-examined 
from base to summit, because, although it is a main factor in the present success of libraries, 
it is not achieving all that was hoped of it. | could go on, but you have a limit of patience, as 
I have. So, you see, [ spend more hours which perhaps should be devoted to more profitable 
things, looking for those who are to succeed where you and I, apparently, have failed. One 
must look hard because it is difficult for us older men to see the qualities of our younger friends, 
and critics, in proper perspective ; nor is it easy, in the present construction of the world, for 
really young men to show what they are made of and at the same time to avoid conflict with 
established things and persons. This is perhaps rather a fancied than a real difficulty for most 
of the chiefs I know would give much to find men of initiative in their Staffs. At anyrate that 
should be their attitude. The tests of merit, too, are difficult. The man who is not a keen 
attender of meetings or who, when there, never speaks, or who never writes in any of the 
journals, or has a piece of original bibliographical work published through his library may 
be thoroughly good, but how are we to discover it. And when he applies for a job, in what 
manner does his application differ from a score of others the advertiser receives with his ? 
What have you done is always the indication of what can you do. I go on with my search. 


The end of the year sees 
: DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL 


in the presidents. Mr. Gordon lays down office ; Mr. Nowell takes it up. Excellent men, both. 


= 
= 
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The retiring President always seems to me a man of strength. He has none of the itch of 


writing that some librarians, you and I for example, suffer from. He has a most friendly and 
engaging method of speech and strong social gifts. I only wish I were in a position, both 
officially and geographically, to know him more intimately ; but what I know I like. He has 
done the State some service. As for Mr. Charles Nowell; here again is a fine, forceful and, 
when Stirred by any good cause, an energetic speaker, whose eloquence, and he has it, is 
touched by some emotion. Like his predecessor, he has fine presence and is a skilful debater 
and capable chairman. He brings to his office, great experience, mature wisdom and 
known high sense of duty. We shall give him loyalty and good wishes. 
A New Boys anp Girts’ FEarure 

When I received a few days ago, Collins’ Magazine 1 thought, here is another and elaborate 
house journal. The cover seemed to produce a jazz effect. Closer acquaintance showed it 
to be what we are looking for, a new general monthly illustrated magazine like those you and 
I read forty years ago. Do you remember them—Chwms, the real B.O.P. and a few others ? 
Some of these seem to have vanished and the field is almost empty. So I hope the Editor will 
allow me to mention this new one, which is on good paper, well-printed and excellently 
pictorial. It has a thrilling serial by Norman Collins, a capital ‘* Alphabet” by Eleanor Farjeon, 
a full-length young-folks’ play by Kitty Barne, an excellent book talk, puzzles, animal features, 
constructional articles, and articles by Noel Streatfeild and others ; indeed, just the sort of 
magazine our children’s room lacks. But the copy I have is a ‘' model” of what is to be 
published in January and, owing to paper shortage, it can be bought only by subscription. 
Well, Collins of 14, St. James’s Place, London, are the publishers, whose Mr. Goldsack spoke 
so eloquently to us at Brighton. 

In Our Town, 
I have been interested in The Youth Leader, the official quarterly of the National Association of 
Youth Leaders and Organizers, which was brought to me by our own youth leader who, to 
my pleasure, is contemplating an enquiry into the reading of his youth groups. We had some 
problem in working out a scheme, whereby we could discover what happens in the teen ages. 
1 will write to you further when we hear the results. Meanwhile get a copy of this well-edited 
magazine which is published at 1, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, near by the recent 
Inter-Allied Book Centre in London E.C.4. 
* * * * 
I Have Over-RUN THE PAGES 
of writing paper that, in my frugal, if unmethodic, manner I had prescribed for your letter. 
It is written in the hope that soon I may hear from you again. The clash of our rapiers (if 
rapiers do clash) will not echo round the world, but you and | have loved our debates in the 
old days. It would be good to renew them. Where, too, at this Christmas are Euripides, 
Aristonymous, Phaon, Amel-Anu, Kallikrates, and many another who had taken part in our 
correspondence. We seem rather apart of late. Be that as it may, I send to you and to them 
the commonplace but immortal wish of a Merrie Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Vale! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of’ LevreRsS ON Our AFFAIRS.’ 
—kKditor, Tue Liprary Worwp. 

We have received the information that a post- guvdene school of library science has been 
instituted at the University of Delhi and that the President of the Indian Library Association, 
the distinguished librarian S. R. Ranganathan, has become the first professor and organizer 
of the course. This enables us once more to express our appreciation of the work for India of 
this indefatigable scholar, writer and teacher, who, in the whole of his career, since 1924, in 
Madras, has never taken a day’s leave and since 1935 has employed even Sundays in the cause 
of libraries. His works are a miracle of system, industry and interest and those who want the 
clue to his whole career will find it again by re-reading his Five Laws of Library Science. It will 
help him, and India, if British librarians will send the new school their bulletins, lists and other 
fugitive publications, to the Librarian, Old Viceregal Lodge, Delhi. 
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Personal News 


Mr. L. W. Horsfall, F.L.A., Borough 
Librarian of Kidderminster, was unanimously 
elected President of the Kidderminster and 
Distriét Branch of the National Association of 
Local Government Officers for 1947-48, at 
their annual meeting held on November 21. 
He was the first representative ot the Library 
Department to be honoured in this way, since 
the inception of the branch, which caters for 
four local authorities in North Worcestershire, 
in 1925. At the same meeting, Mr. A. H. 
Huskinson, A.L.A., Kidderminster’s Deputy 
Borough Librarian, was appointed as the 
branch’s first Public Relations Officer. He was 
formerly a member of the staff of Te Notting- 
ham Journal and Nottingham Evening News. 

Sir Richard Gregory, the eminent scientist, 
in a recent lecture on ‘‘ Power and Progress ” 
at the Central Library in his native city of 
Bristol, referred to the great benefit he had 
derived from reading, stating that he owed the 
education of his mind and the eagerness to 
acquire knowledge in his early youth to the 
facilities afforded by the Branch Library where 

in 1876—he became one of the first registered 
be rrower;rs. 

Miss K. Wildman, F.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Essex County Library Service, to be Senior 
\ssistant, West Ham Public Library Service. 

Mr. D. Bailey and Mr. }. W. EL. Taylor, 
\ssistants, West Ham Public Library Service, 
to be Senior Assistants, West Ham Public 
Library Service. 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 

Owing to the large number of Reports in 
hand and the scarcity of space, only very brief 
notices can be given for awhile. 
BarkING.—s8th Annual Report. Borough 

brarian, F. W. McLaren. Population (est.), 

76,000. Rate, s}d. Income from Rate, 

£16,880. Total Stock, 92,929. Additions, 

12,181. Withdrawals, 9,336. Total Issues, 

580,133. Tickets in force, 37,635. Branches, 2. 

First published Report since 1938 39. New Branch 
opened in 1940. Issues were an increase of 37,907 Over 


prev tous year 

Be.rasr.—s8th Annual Report. City Librarian, 
\. H. E. Moore, A.L.A. Population (1937), 
438,112. Rate, 3.24d. Income from Rate, 
£38,948. Total Stock, 238,766. Additions, 
15,370. Withdrawals, 15,195. Total Issues, 


Tickets in force, 


70,504. 


1,655,107. 
Branches, 6. 

Issues showed an increase of 3,278. Supplementary 
Catalogue No. 33 published during year. 
BIRMINGHAM.—85th Annual Report. 

Librarian, F. |. Patrick, F.L.A. Population, 
1,002,413. Rate, 3.87d. Income from Rate, 
£118,281. Total Stock, 1,329,549. Addi- 
tions, 55,137. Withdrawals, 27,152. Total 
Issues, 5,500,768. Tickets in force, 379,840. 
Branches, 26. 

Mr. H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A., retired from post of 
City Librarian after fifty years’ service in the Libraries, 
and given title of Emeritus Librarian of the City. 
Circulation figures slightly below those of last year. 
BLackBuRN.—Annual Report, 1946-1947. 

brarian and Curator, \. W. Thomas, A.L.A. 
Population (eSt.), 107,300. Rate, 3.94d. 
Income from Rate, {i1,905. Total Stock, 
71,687. Additions, 7,842. Withdrawals, 
4,865. Total Issues, 725,339. Tickets in 
force, 33,462. Delivery Stations, 12. 

Mr. Thomas was appointed Librarian and Curator 
in April, 1946. Issues for year showed increase of 24,926. 
Visitors to Museum and Art Gallery, 28,715. 
BuRTON-UPON-TRENT.—Annual Report, 1946- 

47. Borough Librarian and Curator, K. F. 
Stanesby, F.L.A. Population (est.), 48,100. 
Rate, 3.975d. Income from Rate, £5,294. 
Total Stock, 29,805. Additions, 2,665. 
Withdrawals, 2,502. Total Issues, 256,039. 
Tickets in force, 16,056. 

Lending Library was extended during year, and 
Reference Library moved to ground floor. Issues were 
increased by 15, 180. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Statistical Report, 1946-47. 
Borough Librarian, G. R. Micklewright. 
Population (est.), 66,300. Rate, 5.6d. Income 
from Rate, £10,954. Total Stock, 54,442. 
Additions, 11,034. Withdrawals, 4,902. 
Total Issues, 597,138. Tickets in force, 52,443. 

Book circulation increased by 42,740. 
Dersy.—76th Annual Report. Director and 

Librarian, james Ormerod, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (est.), 137,810. Rate, 3.84d. Income 
from Rate, £11,048. Total Stock, 94,146. 
Additions, 6,471. Withdrawals, 5,215. Total 
Issues, 802,790. Tickets in force, 44,534. 
Branches, 2. 

Circulation tigures below those of previous year. 

Easrpourne. — Annual Report, 1946-47. 
Borough Librarian, Wilfrid Hynes, F.L.A. 
‘Lotal Stock, 60,459. Additons, 4,903. With 
drawals, 1,759. Total Issues, 507,541. 
Tickets in force, 32,307. Branches, 3. 

Record total of 6,697 new tickets issued. Increase 
in issues, 106, 846. 

Hackney.—Annual Report, 1046-47. Borough, 
Librarian, H. W. Moore, F.L.A. Population 
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(eSt.), 171,300. Rate, 5.2d. Income from 
Rate, £30,208. Total Stock, 195,064. THE COLCLOUGH CHRONICLE 
Additions, 36,660. Withdrawals, 18,099. VOLUME it 
Total Issues, 1,506,363. Tickets in force, “EVEL Y 


116,019. Branches, 7. 
Circulation was the highest ever in a normal year, 
and an increase on previous year of 22,169. 
Henpon.—Annual Report, 1946-47. Chief 
Librarian, James E. Walker, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (est.), 160,000. Rate, 4.015d. Income 
from Rate, £30,980. Total Stock, 151,081. 
Additions, 26,827. Withdrawals, 9,893. 
Total Issues, 1,110,467. Tickets in force, 
117,096. Branches, 3. 
\ Travelling Library is being inaugurated. Mill 
Hill Junior Library is closed owing to termination of 
tenancy. Issues were slightly below last year. 


. 
Reviews 
Irwin (Raymond) The National Library 
Service. With an Introduétion by W. C. 
Berwick Sayers. Grafton. 8s. 6d. net. 

This consists of five essays, and has grown out of 
two lectures delivered at a summer vacation course held 
at the School of Librarianship. The chapters (each of 
which, as Mr. Irwin suggests, might well be expanded 
into a book), are devoted to The Idea of a national 
library service; The County library; The School 
library ; The Special library ; and Co-operation ; and 
Training for librarianship. 

The first essay outlines the landmarks in the history 
of British librarianship, dealing particularly with the 
McColvin Report. Mr. Irwin is in agreement with the 
main argument of this Report, and very ably discusses 
its proposals, Chapter 2 examines the circumstances 
leading to the birth and development of the county 
library movement, in which Mr. Irwin criticises the 
Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees for their aétion in 
providing insufficient grants, while underestimating the 
ultimate cost necessary to make these libraries success- 
ful. It is suggested that county libraries must prov ide 
a library service comparable in quality with that of the 
cities, at a cost at least as high as that of a municipal 
library service. Mr. Irwin outlines a working plan for 
the re-organisation of county libraries, which is worthy 
of careful Study. 

The school library is probably the most important 
unit in the ‘‘ national library "’ scheme, and Mr. Irwin 
suggests as an ideal a school library serv ice administered 
on behalf of the education authority by the local library 
authority. Co-operation is discussed in Chapter 4, and 
it is suggested that the National Central Library might 
become a copyright library, to be the central bureau for 
the issue of printed catalogue cards. It is also rightly 
Stressed that the National Central Library must become 
a State library, adequately maintained by the Treasury. 

In the final C hapter, Mr. Irwin deals with Training 
for librarianship, outlining present facilities, making it 
plain that “ there is no room in the profession for the 
rejeéts from other callings,” and that while graduates 
are suitable candidates for librarianship, “a degree by 
itself is not sufficient, without a proper consideration of 
personality and temperament.”’ Mr. Irwin does not 


advocate the establishment of degrees in librarianship. 


by 
JOYCE THOMAS 


(Sir Samuel Joyce Thomas) 


Red Roses "’ will now be able to know what 
happened to Evelyn 


The fortunes of “ Albert’’ will appear in Volume Ill now 


ready for the printer. 
Limited Edition of ‘* Evelyn”’ Price 12/6 
HOCAGE HOUSE PUBLISHING CO., LTD., 

E.C.4. 


67, WATLING STREET, LONDON, 


Readers of * 


These are but a few of the controversial subjeéts 
discussed in The National Library Service, and librarians, 
young and old, as well as prospective aspirants to the 
profession, will derive much pleasure and profit from 
its perusal. Joun L. THornton. 
SavaGE (Ernest A.) LL.D. A Librarian Looks 

at Readers : Observation for Book Selection 
and Personal Service. Library Assoc. 


15s. od. net (13s. 6d. to members). 

This is a good book, invaluable not only to 
librarians but to all interested in children and their 
reading. Dr. Savage has made a long, patient and 
sympathetic Study of children, their likes and dislikes. 
The author shows an extensive knowledge of juvenile 
literature ; as an aid to book-scleétion, both for the 
public library and home, it could hardly be bettered. He 
does not believe in grading books according to the age 
of the child, which some librarians do, under the 
delusion that intelligence goes with age. He writes 
that “‘ choosing books and supplying them in age groups 
is mistaken.”’ He is of the same opinion as James Duff 
Brown, who writes in his The Small Library, ‘‘ the mere 
grouping of books by some mature minds into grades 
suitable for children five, ten, years old, is a positive 
delusion. No allowance is made in such lists for 
variation in the intelligence of children ...One can 
imagine the kind, but watchful American lady-librarian 
saying to a boy of eight : ‘ My dear child, you mustn’t 
take this book to read : it is reserved for boys ten years 
old, and might cause you to Strain your mental outfit !’ ”” 
Almost a third of Dr. Savage’s book deals with children 
and their reading. There are also chapters on fiction, 
chiefly describing and criticizing the novel of power. 
The writer says that ‘‘ Looking for enduring things in 
fiction I must take nearly all my illustrations from still 
popular novelists of past generations.” regards the 
sele&tion of books Dr. Savage writes, “‘ There is one 
good rule which will save librarians from many bad 
books in all classes of publishing : #0 get for every book 
they buy a positive opinion in its favour from a reputable 
literary or specialist journal. We librarians ought to have 
a conscience in this matter. Even so, some bad books 
will slip through, but very many will be kept out.”” The 
chapters on Poetry criticize both past and present poets. 
The author urges the extension of the poetry class, 
which he says is usually inadequately represented. There 
are also other chapters dealing with reading and 
education. This book deserves a permanent place in 
every library. An index would have greatly added to the 
usefulness of this book : it is to be hoped that this will 
be found in the next edition. W.M. 
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Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


GENERAL 
\rrnite (Robin) If Pity Departs, and Other 
Poems. Dakers. 5s. od. net. 

Phis is the first colleétion of Mr. Atthill’s poems to 
be published in book form. Some have already appeared 
in The Spectator and other reviews, and they exhibit a 
sense of rhythm and acute observation, The following 
shows the poet at his best : 

Friendship is beyond words ; dear friends 

scattered to the sweltering world’s end 

of Asia, or where the tropic night falls 

melodramatically on Abyssian hills 

these are nearer to the heart, more real 

than whom we brush against in the day's turmoil 

of the casual Streets ; they need not fear 

the compelled severance and silence of the war, 
Batty (PF. Six Great Viétorian Novelists. 

Illus. MacDonald. tos. 6d. net. 

Che six are Thackeray, Dickens, Trollope, “ George 
Eliot,” Meredith and Stevenson The sketches are 
written in a lively and entertaining way of these six 
writers, whose works caused the Viétorian era to be 
revarded as a Golden Age of the English novel. 
Portraits of the novelists are given and there is a short 
bibliography 
Borrome (Phyllis) Search for a Soul. Faber. 

tos. 6d. net. 

Phyllis Bottome has described her life in much 
detail up to the age of eighteen, when her first book was 
published. Her mother was English and her father an 
\merican parson. Some of her childhood was spent in 
each of these parental countries against a varied back- 
ground which had much to do with the formation of 
her chara¢ter. Those who have read her many books 
will be interested in this descriptive and entertaining 
work portraying a childhood amongst her family which 
was extremely vivid 
Brirrain (Vera) On Becoming 

Hutchinson. tos. 6d. net. 

Ihe author definitely knows her Stuff,” which is 
the colloquial way of giving her great praise. Many 
books have been written and many lectures have been 
viven to help beginners over the first of the literary 
Stiles, but none has been more lucid and useful in its 
exposition of the tirst essentials necessary to successful 
authorship. Those who seck to scale the ladder of 
literature will do well to take to heart many of the hints 
here given 
Tue Evper. Masterpieces of Flemish 

Art. Ed. Paul Fierens. I[llus. Falcon. 


17s. 6d. net. 

This is an English edition of the French “ Les 
with a translated introduction by 
ten cuttings from the work of 
one of the greatest masters of painting. Details of some 
of his best known paintings, such as “‘ The Peasant’s 
Wedding or‘ The Hay Harvest" are given. Bruegel’s 
paintings with their mass of detail show a rare liveliness 


a Writer. 


ditions du Chen 
P. Fierens, and includes 


colours expresses a joy in life 


His work in beautiful 
These reproductions give as good an impression 
rinals as could be hoped for 


itself 
of the ori 


Bury (Adrian) Richard Wilson, R.A. Illus. 
F. Lewis. £5 5s. od. net. 

This painter, whom Constable so greatly admired 
as to exclaim “ Who would not so caual him in fate 
could they equal him in renown ?”, and of whom 
Ruskin wrote ‘ With Richard Wilson the history of 
landscape art, founded on a genuine, meditative love 
of nature, begins for England,” is but little known 
nowadays and this work is a timely reminder of the 
charming 18th century landscape painter. Beginning 
his career as a miniature painter, it was during his Stay 
in Italy that he began to devote most of his time to 
landscape painting, but after his return to England, 


when he failed to gain the appreciation his art deserved, 


his life ended in straightened circumstances. Fight of 
the forty-eight plates are coloured and the author has 
written a short descriptive note of each painting. The 
text comprises a biographical chapter, a Study of Wilson 
as Miniature Painter, and as Landscape Painter, and some 
notes on his pupils, copyists and influence. Lists of some 
of his piétures and drawings in Public and Private 

Colleétions and of some engravings and etchings after 

his work are included. Only s00 copies have been 

printed on hand-made paper. 

CHAMBERLIN (Harry D.) Riding and Schooling 
Horses. With an Introduction by John 
Cudahy. Illus. Hurst & Blackett. 12s. 6d. net. 

This very interesting Study of equitation was first 
published in 1935, was reset at the close of 1946 and 
reprinted this year. In order to make certain that the 
technicalities concerning horses and riding were made 
clear to the lay mind, the manuscript was submitted in 
its entirety to an inexperienced horsewoman, and only 
when she thoroughly understood every portion of it 
was it sent to press. The illustrations elucidate the text 
which contains so many wise Statements about horses 
in general and how to treat them, that it may safely be 
placed in the hands of the beginner as well as of the 
expert for obtaining thorough mastery of the subject. 
Cran (Marion) Garden Wisdom. Illus. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Leonard Gribble writes an introduétion to 
these happy selections from Mrs, Cran’s numerous 
gardening works, which were produced in the years 
from 1910 to 1941. Besides her knowledge of horti- 
culture she had a poetic insight into the spirit of 
flower-growing which is full of happy thoughts, to say 
nothing of the excellent hints for successful work in 
her own line. All garden lovers will appreciate this 
handy little volume. 

Epen (The Rt. Hon. Anthony) Freedom and 
Order: Selected Speeches, 1939-1946. 
Frontis. Faber. 15s. od. net. 

Mr. Eden shows a consistent policy and leadership 
in these speeches, delivered in the United Kingdom and 
Empire and in the House of Commons. As Secretary 
of State for War and Secretary of State for Foreign 
\ffairs he “‘ bore the burden and heat of the long day.” 
It can be said that his influence has always been con- 
Structive and for the good of the country. We are glad 
to see his speeches both in English and French collected 
in this volume. 

Fox (C. A. O.), Ed. An Anthology of Clocks 
and Watches. Illus. Swansea. Ed. Valley 
House, Bishopsgate. 8s. 6d. net. 

Dr. Fox States that ‘* This little anthology does not 
aim at being comprehensive, or even extensive."’ The 
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selection is good. Arranged in chronological order 

from Dante onwards, it includes the celebrated poem on 

the clock in the town near Rhiw Rheon by Dafydd ap 

Gwilym, one of the greatest of the Welsh bards, with a 

versitied translation and a literal one. Chaucer, Froissart, 

Shakespeare, Ben Jonson and others appear in this 

excellently produced book, with its 14 plates, with notes 

on each and a bibliography. 

GisstnG (George) A Life’s Morning. With an 
Introduction by William Plomer. Home & 
Van Thal. 12s. 6d. net. 

‘It is time that Gissing and his books were 
reconsidered,”’ writes Mr. Plomer in his Introduétion to 
this reprint of ‘ A Life’s Morning,” and this volume 
forms a worthy beginning for a re-valuation of Gissing’s 
work. Overshadowed by circumstances from his carly 
days, a sombre Streak crept into his writings, which has 
no doubt militated against their being fully appreciated 
at their true value. “ A Life’s Morning ” is free to a 
large extent from this gloomy taint and indeed 
contains many sparkles of humour. It appeared for the 
first time in 1888 in the then fashionable three volumes 
format. ‘The publishers are to be commended for 
producing this well printed edition which, it is hoped, 
will be followed by others, as most of the novels are 
out of print. 


GLoveER (B. J.) and Wakerietp (G. L.) 
Photographic Filters. Ilus. Fountain Press. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Every photographer, whether experienced or a 
Student of the art, will appreciate the importance of a 
textbook on this branch of the subjeét. The making of 
a perfect photographic reproduction involves the highly 
technical detail of obtaining the right tone, and this 
edition of the authors’ work has been enlarged and 
revised to bring it up to date with all the latest improved 
methods. 


Go_pMAN (William) East End My Cradle. Art 
& Educational Publishers. 9s. 6d. net. 


First published in 1940, this book has been out of 
print for some time. It is a pi€ture chiefly of Jewish life 
in the East End of London told without bitterness and 
with humour. Some of the excerpts have appeared in 
New Writine and in Life and Letters To-day. 


GoopsaLu (Robert H.) Successful Portraiture. 
Illus. Fountain Press. 6s. od. net. 

rhe technique of pi¢cture-making by photographic 
means has been simplified to a large extent since this 
little work was first published in 1933. Editions and 
reprints have been called for frequently since then, and 
this, the fourth, has been brought into line with up-to- 
date methods. 


Gray (G. D. B.) Soviet Land: the Country, 
its People and their Work. Illus. Black. 
12s. 6d. net. 

With its 85 photographs and 141 maps, diagrams 
and drawings this volume forms a comprehensive, 
non-political account of the U.S.S.R. and its people. 
The author, who has travelled widely in the Union, deals 
with facts and eschews opinions and ideologies. A list 
of “ Suggestions for Further Reading "’ is given, and a 
special school edition is also available. It is worthy of a 
place in both the Lending and the Reference depart- 
ments, 


Gray (Henry David) A Theology for Youth. 
The Science of the Christian Faith. Religious 
Educ. 5s. od. net. 

Here the youth groups, their leaders, and school- 
boys who are anxious to learn of the Christian 
Doétrine and to solve many of the problems which 
arise in life will find help given in a clear and concise 
form which they will welcome. That is not to say that 
their parents and teachers will not benefit equally by 
a Study of the work. 

Howse (W. H.) Historic Hereford. Illus. 
Hereford. Thurston. 

This short descriptive guide to the city, now in its 
second edition, revised and enlarged, is issued under 
the authority of the Hereford City Council. The author 
gives credit to the Hereford Public Library and its 
Staff for help rendered and much of his material for the 
book was found there. There are several illustrations 
including a photograph of the Chained Library at 
Hereford Cathedral and a Herefordshire bibliography. 
Jornson (Philip C.) Mies Van Der Rohe. Illus. 

New York Museum Modern Art. 15s. od. net. 

This is the first monograph on the architect, and 
it has been issued on the occasion of an exhibition of his 
work held at the Museum of Modern Art during 
September-November, 1947. The book contains 
illustrations of almost all his projects and buildings from 
1g1t to 1942. A number of his articles on architecture 
are included. Mies Van Der Rohe emigrated to 
\merica in 1938, and has been Director of Architecture 
at the Illinois Institute of Technology since 1940. He 
is best known for his work on the German Pavillon for 
the International Exposition at Barcelona in 1929 and 
for the ‘Tugendhat House, built 1930 in Brno, 
Czechoslovakia. 

Lamonr (Thomas W.) My Boyhood in a 
Parsonage. Illus. Heinemann. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author succeeded |. P. Morgan as head of the 
Morgan Bank, and has been a successful statesman, 
financier and a patron of art, learning and education. 
However, that portion of his life is omitted here, for, as 
the title implies, it deals with his childhood and boyhood. 
He signed the Blue Ribbon Temperance Pledge at the 
ave of seven, and two vears later joined the Methodist 
Church on his conversion. He speaks warmly of the 
great contribution that the Church has made in 
Strengthening the moral and religious life of America. 
His father was a broad-minded man of Scottish descent, 
who was always on good terms with the other clergymen 
of the distriét, including the Catholics. He was heard to 
say one day to the priest after a talk, “‘ Well, Frater,” 
with a twinkle in his eye, ‘“* you and I will now be going 
our separate paths in the work of the Lord—you in 
your way and I in Hiis.””" An excellent book. 

Les (Robert) Doctrinal Outlines. Pickering & 
Inglis. 5s. od. net. 

These outline studies of the fundamental doétrines 
of the Christian Faith were first delivered to a Training 
Class for City Missionaries and also when the author 
conduéted the Mildmay Bible Studies. A brief synopsis 
was typed and duplicated and given to the students 
and the result was that a large Bible Correspondence 
School sprang up with many Students in various parts 
of the globe. Chapters deal with the Being of God ; 
the Virgin Birth of Christ; the Inspiration of the 
Bible, etc. The book will prove most useful in Bible 
Classes and for private Study. 
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Lirrte (Bryan) The Building of Bath. Illus. 
Collins. 15s. od. net. 

The ** Queen City of the West ” covers the history 
of Bath in its archite¢tural and social history for exaétly 
1,900 years. The illustrations are nearly all photographs 
taken since the raids of 1942. The author, who was 
working for the National Buildings Record, was able to 
take photographs of many of the interiors never 
photographed before. He has, as he says, “ a Strangely 
intense love for Bath and the country around’: this 
book proves it on every page. Maps, plans, a biblio- 
vraphy,and 130 plates crown this excellent work. Mr. 
Littlke acknowledges the help he has received from 
Bath's City Librarian and his assistants. 

Livinc Wrrrers. Edit. Gilbert Phelps. Sylvan 
Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

In this short volume we have twelve critical studies 
based on talks broadcast by the B.B.C. in the autumn of 
1946. These talks are deserving of being reproduced in 
book form, and they will appeal to many readers who 
enjoy critical Studies of their favourite authors. Amongst 
these sketches are such well-known names as Walter de 
la Mare, Aldous Huxley, Evelyn Waugh, E. M. Forster, 
Elizabeth Bowen and Wyndham Lewis. There is no 
index, 

Luarp (G. D.) Fishing Faét or Fantasy ? Illus. 
Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

“ What is this Strange, this subtle joyful madness 

rhat ever lures us to the riverside ?”” 

asks Mr. Luard at the opening of his new work of 

reminiscences. From beginning to end he weaves a 

fascinating Story, subtly combining tishing with 

scenery, great catches with disappointments, fantasy 
with faét. The whole reads like a romance, and will 
enthral thousands of readers. 

McCorry (Vincent P.) Most Worthy of all 
Praise. Frontis. Mercier Press. 1os. 6d. net. 

Che Story of human achievement, writes the author, 
is the Story otf men and women working together. No 
truth has been proved more thoroughly than this during 
the years of war and its aftermath. Chiefly, however, 
Father MeCorry deals with the relationship of men and 
women in the Church, and there will be found 
inspirational thought of supreme value. 

Mason (John) A Practical Course in Bookcrafts 
and Bookbinding. With an Introduction by 
Kenneth Holmes. Illus. Leicester, E. 
Backus. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author is well qualiticd to write a practical 
book on his subjeét, material for which is based on his 
many lectures with full exercises for the Student. Every 
aspect of bookbinding and the bookcrafts is dealt with 
in concise and lucid manner, so that even the veriest 
beginner cannot well go astray, and the expert may 
rejoice in discovering new and more satisfactory 
methods, The many illustrations are clear and adequate. 
Mayuew (Henry) The Street Trader’s Lot, 

London: 1851. Illus. Sylvan Press. 12s. 6d. 


net. 

The full title reads The Street Trader's Lot, 
London : 1851, being an Account of the Lives, Miseries, 
loys and Chequered Aétivities of the London Street 
Sellers as recorded by their Contemporary Henry 
Mayhew and now recalled for the Editication of the 
Public by Stanley Rubenstein . . . and an introduction by 


M. Dorothy George. Mayhew, who wrote “ London 


Labour and London Poor,” was a social investigator 
who believed in getting his information direét from the 
people themselves giving an account of their carnings, 
sufferings, etc. An interesting book about old London 
and its Street-traders. 

Mrrcue.t (G. Eric) Model Building Byelaws 
Illustrated. Illus., diagrams. Batsford. 
15s. od. net. 

This Standard work, now in its second revised and 
enlarged edition, contains the full text of the Model 
Building Byelaws, with notes and diagrams showing the 
intention and meaning of the various Clauses. This new 
edition comprises Specification Notes affecting various 
types of construction. It should prove very useful as 
a reference book and guide for Local Authorities, 
Borough Engineers, Building Inspectors and all 
conneéted with the building trades. The book is 
opportune, appearing at a time when housing is so 
important in the national economy. The author is a 
Chartered Architeé. 

Powers (J. E.) Funétional Cost Accounting in 
The Liverpool Gas Company. Foreword by 
C. H. Leach. Illus. Liverpool Gas Co. 


10s. 6d. net. 

Although this work is limited to the special distri& 
mentioned in the title, its exhaustive Study of the 
subjeé&t may well be found of great value in other 
systems. A definition of costing with special reference 
to the Gas Industry is fully dealt with, methods of 
amassing detailed information are given, and further 
se@tions deal with Transport, Stores Handling, Gas 
Manufacture, Meter Inspeétion and other details of the 
industry. The numerous tables are well arranged. 

Ray (Francis Earl) General Chemistry. Illus. 
New York and London, Lippincott. 
£1 tos. 6d. net. 

Here we have an important work which is intended 
to Stimulate the scholar, who has Started his chemical 
Studies in school, to take a further course in_ this 
important branch of knowledge. A new method has 
been attempted, namely, to describe the properties of 
a substance before the method of preparation. Obsolete 
methods are ignored wherever possible and modern 
processes are Stressed. At the present time it is important 
that the student be encouraged to attempt a correlation 
between properties and atomic structure, so that he may 
acquire an insight into advanced courses with a view to 
appreciating the possibility of future developments. In 
a short review it is impossible to specify more exaétly 
the various up-to-date theories and new practices with 
which this volume abounds, suffice it to say, that in 
every way its tables, diagrams, text and indexes will be 
found invaluable. A table of International Atomic 
Weights and a Periodic Chart of the Elements form the 
endpapers of the book. 

Reitty (Joseph) Vegetables and Fruits—A 

Nutritional Survey. Tables. Parkside Press. 

ss. od. net. 

This littke volume forms Part | of the Complete 
Book of Vegetables and Fruits originally published in 
1944. The demand for reprints has been so urgent 
that a portion of the work has been issued in this handy 
form. Chapters deal with Edible Plants, Vegetable 
Vitamins, Salts, Roots and Herbs. A Glossary and 
index are included. 
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Wiiicocks (M. P.) A True-Born Englishman, 
Being the Life of Henry Fielding. Illus. 
\llen & Unwin. 15s. od. net. 

Much fresh material has been colleéted since 
\ustin Dobson’s book on Fielding was published. This 
new life of a courageous man who had to Struggle 
against poverty and ill-will, and in his fight for the 
freedom of the Stage and his work as a Bow Street 
magistrate in a vicious time, makes an interesting 
chronicle. As a writer Saintsbury puts Fielding among 
“the four Atlantes of. English verse and prose,”” which 
is high praise from that eminent critic. Bernard Shaw’s 
tribute also is whole-hearted. There is a bibliography 
and a portrait, 

FICTION 

Baker (Frank) Embers. A Winter Tale. 
Dakers. 7s. 6d. net. 

There is music in this story of Thomas Trevelyan 
Embers, who lives in an abandoned cricket pavilion 
surrounded by hungry cats. Music comes into his life 
through Martin Ward, the composer, and underlying 
this moving Story of music and love, there is a note of 
Struggle against cold and snow and despair. 
Brapsury (Parnell) The Tree Was Quiet 

Crabtree Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

“I'm Staying, Joe,” said Morlock. The intrepid 
farmer whose ancestors had held their land in Sussex for 
many generations, thus boldly challenged the command 
that he must leave his land when a German invasion 
threatened in 1940. The Struggle continued almost in 
the front line of battle. Gregory Morlock, his daughter 
Freida, and the faithful Hugh held the fort till the last 
moment, when the brave farmer Strode resolutely 
forward, his shoulders squared, his head high, his spirit 
undaunted. 

Gask (Arthur) The Unfolding Years. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. net. 

\ Story of wild revenge. It is told by the son of a 
man who was hanged for murder. The real murderer 
is tracked down with difficulty as the great deteétive 
Larose is on the scent. But all is well at the end with a 
Startling “ curtain.” 

Giyper (John) Ungentle Guest. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The moral of this humorous tale is that it is unsafe 
to buy a house in the country if it has previously served 
the purpose of a road-or guest-house. Adrian Chase, 
secking quict for his artistic pursuits, finds himself 
invaded by Strange visitants, even to the extent of 
discovering an unknown maiden in his bed. Naturally 
all this leads to much hilarity of which, as is well known, 
the author is a past master. 


Home (Michael) God and the Rabbit. Rich & 


Cowan. 6s. od. net. 

\ domineering father, whose thoughts were 
bounded by poaching adventures and shady business 
deals, forms the menacing atmosphere in which Harry 
Francis is brought up, and in league with his mother 
attempts to break the treacherous atmosphere of his 
home life. Even his mother cannot altogether shake 
free from the fetters which bind her and Harry has 
to tight on alone, not always successfully, but in the 
end he wins through to a philosophy of life. A long 
and purposeful novel. 


Home (Michael) In This Valley. Rich & 
Cowan. 6s. od. net. 

The Valley is real English country, here called 
Breckland, round about Norfolk and Suffolk, in which 
the Methodist Farmer, Abner WebSter. and his son 
Harley have their being. They are driven from their 
home at Heathley by the Squire, and Harley harbours 
resentment. Politics, finance, ove and revenge form 
the background of a powerful Story 
Ouiver (Jane) Isle of Glory. Collins. 9s. 6d. 

net. 

It is perhaps unusual to begin describing a novel by 
mentioning that on page 287 there is a bibliography of 
works which help to clucidate the life of Columba, one 
of the founder saints of early Scotland, who was born 
in the Island of Erin. Miss Oliver has put serious work 
into this historical piéture, which is an almost perfeét 
presentation of the times and charaéter which it portrays 
Columba’s life is full of vicissitudes, defiance, rebellion, 
disgrace and exile, which eventuating at the last in a 
humility of spirit, led to his being regarded as one of 
Scotland’s most hallowed saints. 

Ricurer (Conrad) Smoke Over the Prairie 
and Other Stories. Boardman. 9s. 6d. net. 

Nine stories of early American interest founded on 
research of manuscript material left by carly adven- 
turers, picturing the rough life of pioneering days. So 
vivid are some of the scenes that the reader is trans- 
ported to the old times in the countries typified by the 
song, ‘‘ While I live let me ride where the buffalo graze, 
When I die, set a bottle to the head of my grave.” 
Srarr (Leonora) Corrie. Jenkins. 8s. 6d. 

net. 

The Cromallies were a singing family, and Miss 
Starr’s new novel piétures family life with Marna, Colin, 
Bervie and small James, to say nothing of Nandy who 
mothers them all, in the foreground. Domestic, 
delightful, and true to life, like the author's other 
novels, this one will enhance her reputation. The songs 
her charaéters sing are interpolated and generally refer 
to some houschold event in which they all join with 
gusto, Readers will be inspired by the same sense of 
happy lightmindedness. 

(Peter) Under the Plane Trees. Illus. 
Jenkins. 6s. od. net. 

Mr. Traill is a good Story teller, and his humorous 
tales are full of wit and fantasy. Miss Joyce Dennys has 
illustrated them with appropriate sketches. Hyde Park, 
St. James’s Park, Green Park, Kensington Gardens, the 
theatres, and many London favourite spots figure in 
this highly entertaining book. 


JUVENILE 
Davis (Nelson) Tadgy the Mystery Boy. Illus. 
Jenkins. 6s. od. net. 

The setting is an old manor house on Dartmoor, 
where Tadgy, more formally known as Plantagenet, is 
spending a holiday with his aunt. His chief hobby is 
catching butterflies, a seemingly innocent occupation 
which, however, leads him into many strange happen- 
ings, which intrigue the other children in the house to 
the extent of causing great excitement. A new form of 
detective Story for the young. 

From LANps OF TALE AND LEGEND. A Book 
of Stories Colleéted and Retold. Eds., 
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Emerson (H.O.) and Evans (Frederick). Illus. 
Hachette. 3s. 6d. net. 

From Austria, Russia, Finland, Italy and many 
other countries the se storics have been carefully 
selected from many hundreds to gladden the heart of 
English children. The reception they have already 
received goes to prove that the selection is in every way 
justified 
Fry (Jane and Maxwell) Architeéture for 

Children. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

Ihe author has had a brilliant idea. When the great 
detic iency of hous« s, hote ls, churches, and other public 
buildings, caused by bombing during the war, and lack 
of repairs, has been adequately dealt with, the voung 
readers of today will, it is hoped, be ready to take up 
the great work of architeétural reconstruction and this 
littke work Ought to become a preparation for that great 
day. Especially interesting is the Historical Background 
of Living Charts, which deals with many nations and 
every century after the twelfth. This is the third 
impression of the work, and the fourth, if one is called 
for, ivhe be improved by the addition ot an index. 
Home-Gauu (Edward R.) The Outlaw Mountie 

and the Red Fang, the Wonder Husky. 


Illus. Panmure. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ frame-up which leads an innocent man into the 
most terrible danger. \s Rod Mason hangs perilously 
over the brink of a precipice, rescue comes in the shape 
of Red Fang, the husky. After that the tables are turned. 
\midst death-rides, man-traps and a girl in distress, this 
Story is filled with exciting episodes, the last round-up 
being by no means the least of them. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, Oétober, t947.—BOOKS TO COME, 
November, 1947 VIORI BOOKS : rHE BUL- 
LETIN OF THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Oétober and November, 1947 EMPIRE OPINION, 
September 1947 LIBR ARLAN \ND BOOK 
WORLD, Oétober and November, 1947.—LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, November, — 1947. 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, Ottober 1 and 15 (2 parts), and 
November, 1947.—WALES, THE NATIONAL 
MAGAZINI WILSON LIBRARY BUL 
LETIN, Ottober, 1947 \SSOCLATION OF ASSIS- 
LIBRARIANS: MIDLAND DIVISION 
NEWS SHEET, Oétober, 1947. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 

* The Liprary Worwp.” 

\uTHORITY-MEMBERS AND SUPERS 

Siry—-They group well! A word or two in 
reply to Eratosthenes and Mr. Enser. That 

me A.-M. serve the public well doesn’t alter 
the fact that our professional liberty is restricted. 
\n Institute 2 A good halfway house before 
igt4; now it’s an internment camp. We're 
the only profession not independently united. 
That's danverous now. \ professional body 
will come, because it must—not, | hope, too 


late. 
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| have nothing against Supers as such; ina 
transition they may be necessary. With well- 
trained personnel everywhere, and the unfit in 
retirement, a full-time Super is a superfluity. 
Brown’s eyes-right eyes-left regimentation 
won't do today. Surely we must look ever 
towards ‘* what might be ” ? 

23, Braidburn Crescent, 

Edinburgh, to. 


Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 


Tue Eprror, 

“Tue Liprary Wor vp.” 

Sir,—May I, as a humble but not humiliated 
member of the library profession, make a short 
response to some matters of particular interest 
in your Oétober issue. 

In the editorial, the point was raised that it 
would be interesting to know what percentage 
of passes the various library schools obtained. 
| am, I think, speaking for the majority of 
Students at these schools when I say that, if the 
Library Association has this information (which 
it should have), then it should be published. 
We wish to know the faét. 

\s regards Dr. Savage’s letter. I find myself 
in agreement with him, in respect of his 
remarks about the *‘ dust and dross ” of English 
literature. Far too much emphasis has hitherto 
been placed on this subject for examination 
purposes. The cry has often been raised that 
the librarian knows nothing of the world 
outside. Might this not be because, during his 
formative years, when he should be able to 
keep himself ‘* au fait ” with matters of general 
interest, he is absorbing a detailed course of 
instruction in English Literature ? His interest 
in economics, politics, etc., is overshadowed 
and overwhelmed. | must add that this 
knowledge serves him little in later years, 
especially as far as Public Library work is 
concerned. The syllabus could be profitably 
reduced and some form of optional specialist 
certificate introduced. By such a means, any 
person needing a detailed knowledge of English 
Literature could obtain it. 

The present method is a rather parallel case 
of taxing man’s wonderful gift of memory. 
We need librarians, not professors of English, 
anyway. 

In conclusion, [| may add that I read and 
enjoy literature, and | hope to see, in the near 
future, Dr. Savage’s ideas and suggestions 
carried out, not only as regards literature but 
also as regards Cataloguing Codes in Examina- 
tion rooms. 

Loughborough School of Yours, etc., 
Librarianship. A. J. Rowserry (Mr.). 
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